
Mem Who Compose Tariff Board Whose Forthcoming
Report Will Be Guaide for President Taft

How Data Is Being Collected
Or .inllN KLFHETII WATKINS. C

Washington, D. C.. October 14..
You arc reading much these
days about the tsrl ffboard up¬

on whose findings.now nearly duo.
President Tart asked Congress to base
low woolen and cotton tariff bills, re-

liluclng those which he lately vetoed
This board now has the commercial

world by the ears, and Us specifica¬
tions for tinkering the tariff upon out
.hlaf textile fabrics are being awaited
with Interest by our wool and cotton
growers and Importers, our manufac¬
turers, sellers and wearers of clothes,
which last named class constitutes a
considerable proportion of our popu¬
lation.
The tariff board has been damned

and lauded up and down and across
the land since the famous Taft vetoes
were uttered. .Some of Its critic* have
branded it as a board of Mr. Taft's
hirelings and clerks, used as a mere
pretext to delay tariff reduction. But
the President, during his swing around
the circle has praised It ss a non-
partisan body "under Instructions to
draw their conclusions 'Without re¬

spect to their effect."
How It I'mue to lie.

The boar.l came Into being In this
way: Our commercial bodies formed
an association which Induced th-s last
Congress. In He llna.1 ses«lon, to pass,
through both houses, a bill providing
for a permanent non-partisan tariff
commjtslon. wwlch should Investigate
the difference of the cost of produc¬
tion at home Bnd abroad and report
thlt to Congress at a scientific basis
for further tariff ttnkerlngs. But al¬
though receiving the majority vote of
both houses, this bill before It could
So through the conference stsge was
killed by a filibuster. Yet the ap¬
propriation for a special tariff '->oaj-d.
already at work, was extended by
Congress tnd this special board the
President gave o.-.e. membership and
duties intended for the permanent
'.ommlsiion. It w-i? increased from
three to five members, only two of
whom, he contendr. could really be
termed members of a political party-
One of these, a Democrat. Is a form¬

er Congressman, and the other, a Re¬
publican, was appointed assistant sec¬
retary of the Treasury by Roosevelt.
Of the other three, forming a ma-
"¦.rliy, two are professors Of political
economy and the remaining member
is the editor of an agricultural journal
who has made reciprocity a hobby.
Those five men were at once eet to

work at the task of investigating the
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difference In the cost of producing*, at
home and abroad, those articles whose
tariff rates were the subject of the
mo*t general criticism. The board has
Its headquarters In the Treasury- De¬
partment building and about 130 peo«
pie are on Its p\y rolls. It Is expend¬
ing about a quarter of million dol¬
lars per year to conduct Its Investiga¬
tions.which expenditure, the Presi¬
dent says, would go for naught, haj he
tJgned the recent tariff bills.

The Learned Professors.
The chairman of the board is Pro-

feuor Henry Crosby Emery, who, jwhen appointed, was professor of poll-
Meal economy at Yale. He Is a na-1
live of Maine, only thirty-e'.ght yearsj old, who after taking degrees at
Bowdoln. Harvard and Columbia.In-
eluding a Ph. D. at the last named.

j completed his studies at the University
of Berlin. He Is the author of an econ¬
omic treatise. "Speculation on Stocks
and Produce Exchanges," and of other
works. He comes oi a family dis¬
tinguished in educational circles, his
father having been a professor at
Bowdoln, and his sister the dean of
the Women's College. Brown Universi¬
ty, until her marriage a few years ago
to Francis Greenleaf Allison, professor
of classical philology at Brown. The
father is now chief Justice of the Su-
preme Judicial Court of Maine.
The other professor of political econ-i

omy on the board Is Dr. Thomas W.
Pago of the University of Virginia. He.jtoo. has gone In for the higher educa-
tlon at home and abroad. After grad-'
uatlng at the University of Virginia,!
he took his Ph. D ar Leipzig, and pur-!
sued post-graduate studies ulso at the;
Universities of Oxford and Paris. Be-;I fore returning to his olmo mater he
was a professor at the University of
California and of Texas. He Is forty-
three years old. and It might be said

THERE ISN'T A DOUBT
But You Pay Less
Test us for best assortment, for best values, for lowest possible prices,

you will find us leading. But bear in mind qualiy, you must consider that.to be fair
to yourselves and to us. No house in America buys for less.and we won't permitourselves to be undersold under any circumstances.

$30.00
Special quality Wilton

Seamless Drugget, 9x12, in
many attractive designs.a
beauty for any home.this
week at $30.00

$6.00
AND UP

for Ladies' Writing Desks, in
every desirable wood. For
style, convenience and work¬
manship we offer the largest
range of values. Get our

prices and compare.

$5.50
A beauty. Little 30-inch

high Table, suitable for sew¬
ing, reading or serving table;
top, 22x19 inches. Two
drawers and shelf. Of solid
oak, Early English finish.

Ryan-Smith quality.

The ALERT
HEATER

is famous in thousands of
Richmond homes for giving
all the heat you want from
the smallest coal consump¬
tion.
See the Alert and Learn

Why.

20%w£iFineBedRoom
We

Cordially

AU
20%
Less

^One Mahogany Bedroom Set (Bed, Dresser and Washstand),\
was $120.00. 1

One Circassian Walnut Set of Bed, Dresser and Somnoe, jwas $125.00. 1lOne Mahogany Bedroom Set.Bed, Dresser and Washstandf
f .was $135.00. \(One Golden Quartered Oak Set of Bed, Dresser and Wash-

stand, was $142.50.
One Circassian Walnut Set of Bed, Dresser and Washstand,

was $145.00.
One Mahogany Bedroom Set.Bed, DrcftSeT*-and Wash-

stand, was $145.00.

E BIG STORE

HOME OUTFITTERS
~ MASONIC TEMPLE Z

$32.50
Special $45.00 Solid Gold¬

en Oak Bedroom Set of Bed,
Dresser and Washstand, with
mirror, beautiful and well
made; on sale to-morrow .it
$32.50.

$8.25
AND UP.

Rich Mahogany Music
Cabinets, in the new hand¬
some straight line styles, as
well a* some with gracefully
carved front and legs. Big¬
gest values in Richmond.

Sanitary Wood Beds
From $12.50 Up.

Foot and head are of se¬
lected wood. Four-post or
continuous post styles, with
wood tillers. Steel side and
end rails and malleable joints
make this style of bed highly
desirable because perfectly
rigid and sanitary.

Tbe H00SO
KITCHEN CABINET
Ask any woman who has

one. She'll give you dozens
of reasons why the Hoosicr
"saves miles of steps." Did
you read "My Escape from
Kitchen Drudgery'' (in the
Saturday Evening Post).

ALVIN HOWARD SANDERS.

THOMAS W. BRAHANY,
ExccntlTo Secretary.

that his Southern viewpoint balances
his brother economist's. Chairman
Emery's.Northern point of view con¬
cerning things economic.

Another la an Editor.
The editor on the board Is a Middle

Westehner, Alvln Howard Sanders, of
Chicago, whom every stockman knows
as the editor of the Breeders' Gazette.
He was born In Iowa fifty-one yean'
ago, and after graduating In law at
the University of Chicago went to work!
on the Journal that he now publishes.'

He was our commissioner to the Paris.
Exposition In 1900, and In recognition;
of his services to stock raisers, Bel-jglum had him made a "Chevalier of thejOrder of Leopold." His knowledge ofi
the tariff has been gained during years
devoted to various movements for thejpromotion of reciprocity with foreign
countries. When appointed to the tariff'
board he was chairman of the Amcrl-I
can Reciprocal Taflff League The two!
party men on t'he board are James Bur-!
ton Reynolds, a Republican, of Massa-jchusetts. and William M. Howard, al
Democrat, of Georgia. After graduat-!
Ing with honors at Dartmouth, Rey-j

PHOF. HENRY CROSBY EMERY,
Cbatrmaa,

JAMES BURTON REYNOLDS.

nolds became a newspaper reporter,
Washington correspondent and edi-
torlal writer on a New York dally. Af¬
ter he had served nine years as secre¬
tary of the Republican State Commit¬
tee of Massachusetts, President Roose¬
velt appointed him Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury. In charge of the cus¬
tom houses, which collect the tariff.
He was also sent abroad by Mr. Roose¬
velt as chairman of a commission to
consider trade relations with France,!
Germany, Austria and Great Brlta'n.1
President Taft retained him In charge]
of the customs service, and selected
him tor the tariff board because or
his practical knowledge of customs, ad-
ministration und foreign trade rela¬
tions.

A Smithsonian Regent.
His Democratic colleague, Mr. How-,

ard, is a Ph. B. of the University of
Georgia, a former solicitor-general of
the Northern judicial circuit of that
State, and a regent of the Smithsonian'
Institution. When appointed to the
tariff board he had Just completed his
fourteenth year in the House, where!
he had been ranking Democratic mem-
ber of the Commtttee on Foreign Af-
fairs. He is fifty-three years old.
Such are the five men who, when

Congress meets.now in a few weeks.
will lay before It the data upon which
President Taft 111 ask the senate and
House to base new bills revising the
woolen and cotton schedules.
The administrative detail of the

board is in charge of an executive sec¬
retary. Thomas W. Brahany, a native
of Madison, WIs.. and graduate of the
university of that State, who, after
doing political reporting In his State
Legislature, served at the national
Capitol as secretary to his home Sen¬
ators, Quarles and Spooner, and also
as a press gallery correspondent, cov-j
erlng the tariff Issue.
To be abreast of the times. In these

days when this tariff board Is right In
the centre of the spotlight, you should
know how it is gathering these data,
which arc sure to cause a furror la
Congress soon after that ibody meets.

Seeing the Wheels Go Round.
.1 Visite^ the board's headquarters

yesterday and was shown the various
details of the modus operandi.the
cogs of the complicated machinery
which Is grinding out the long-herald¬
ed statistics on the "difference of
cost of production ut home and
abroad."
The investigation of the wool and

woolen Industry commenced a year ago.
when there were sent out to v'slt the
raw wool growers of the East and
West( a corps of fifteen special .agents
directed by a sheep expert of the De¬
partment of Agriculture. Among these
agents were professor of sheep hus¬
bandry In the agricultural colleges and
government bureaus, also expert cost
accountants, capable of taking the
growers' hooks and readily working

lout the cost of growing wool. The in¬
formation thus obtained from the
growers' records wns recorded In the
uniform spaces of printed blanks, each
of which later went to the board's
statistician bearing an identification
number Instead of the name of the
grower, who thus was relieved of any
dread of having the details of his busi¬
ness made public. From five to six
thousand growers In the principal wool-
producing States were thus covered,
each furnishing data under twenty-
live different headings.

Followed the .Shearing tfranan.
.Through the great wool-growing

belt/of the West these agents, starling
In TeXfts, went North with the shearing
season until they reached the Canad¬
ian border. Such factors ns the effect
on cost of grazing sheep In the nat-

I lona) forests and losses due to wolves
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und other animals preying upon flocks
were gathered.
A dozen agents have been stuttered

among our woolen mills, large
small, well equipped and poorly equip¬
ped. They have been going Into auch
problems as "output per man per inn-
:hlne per minute."
From merchants, jobbers and other

dealers have been gathered, in the
apen market, several hiindreJ samples
at typical cloths front which have been
selected a hundred standard samples
ranging from fancy to cheap woolens
and worsted, "men's" and "women's."
These samples the board has had
analyzed at two of the big textile
schools and by one of its own experts,
and the corps of agents, each with a
set of samples, has been going among
manufacturers showing the analyses
and obtaining an estimate of the cost
of reproducing 1.000 yards of tho same
cloths.
To check up on the manufacturers'

estimates the agents.most of them
textile experts.have gone into the
mills and examined bot'h the processes
of manufacture and the companies'
books. Then the various mills which
turned out the original samples are
visited and the actual cost Is obtained
And all of these mill data Anally go
through the hands of two men.an
expert accountant and a retired wool¬
en manufacturer.who sift One figures
and make special Inquiries where they
find evidences of abnormal cost.

Study Ready-Modi Clothes.
Tho big ready-made clothing manu¬

factories have been visited bj another
corps of six special agents, who In
those establishments have been ilgttr-
Ing on cost of production. Two agents
have been collecting similar Informa¬
tion In the carpet factories, and two
oliaors have been covering the knitting
mills in the same way. Thus have
heen collected the data as to the cost
of manufactured woolens at home.
The cost of our cotton, raw and

manufactured, has heen as carefully
obtnlned hy agents and experts sent

out to scan the books of the grower*
und manufacturers, and to make In-
vesttgattons on their own hook. They
IiAve finished their work In the cotton
fluids and mills of the douun, and a

:L twenty-five cotton experts,
.. ...i accountants and trained inves-
i. .a .'. i are now Investigating North¬
ern mills. This field work is being dl-
rtbt«; '. y a former special agent of the

in .;: Corporations. The complla-
ii tliolr statistics Is in charge of

cn export, who has Installed cost ac¬
counting systems In some of the larg¬
est eu'.tün mills of the South.

Experts Scattered Abroad.
To get figures of the cost of pro-

duotlon abroad to be compared with
U is figures gathered at home, special
agents have been sent through the
great wool-growing countrlos.Aus¬
tralia. New Zealand, England, Scotland,
Cranes and Germany. They have also
gone into the big foreign woolen and
knitting mills, clothing and carpet fac¬
tories. Others have as aystematlcslly
Covered the foreign cotton plantations
ma the eotton mills of Germany,
Kranee and Belgium. They have been
reproducing abroad, what Uielr broth¬
er agents have been doing at home,
arid have worked with the same sam¬
ples and blank forms. Chairman
Emery went abroad with them and
personally started them going. From
foreign regions producing and manu¬
facturing wool and cotton on a smalt
scale our consuls have gathered the
data for the board.

These American and foreign figures
are being reduced to comparative
tables, which will show Congressmen,

is isrd's findings as to the differ-
once In cost of production at home
and abroad. The national platform orf
which President Taft was elected pro¬
claimed the doctrine of Imposing euch
tarlfT duties "as will equal the dlf-«
ference between the cust of produc¬
tion at home and abroad, together
With a reasonable profit to American
industries." And the last Democratlo
national platform declared for a tariff

revenue only, and the placing upon
the free list of articles entering Into
ompetitlon with trust-controlled pro¬

ducts.
In the administration's opinion the

i. pures being prepared by the tariff
board are the first scientifically com¬
piled data ever offered as a basis for
tariff legislation, and compared wloh
which the information on which the
Ways and Means Committee based tha
schedules of the recently vetoed tariff
acts was pure guesswork.

After completing the report on wool
and cotton the board will take up the

'1 and leather schedules of the
Payne law. *

(Copyright. 1911, by lohn Elfreth Wal¬
king*.)
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